SFGP Policy Platform: Public Parks, Recreation Properties, Commons & Open Space

I. Opposes the sale or transfer of any public park, recreation properties, commons, or open space to private ownership, and supports the progressive transfer of private land and facilities to become public park and recreation property, wild open space, public gardens, and public commons to the greatest extent possible in San Francisco

II. Opposes any fees charged to any person for access to, or use of, public parks, recreation areas, commons, open space, or public recreational facilities; which should all instead be paid for via San Francisco's general fund; with the exceptions that 1) special large performance events which occur once per year or less frequently may charge for entry and may reimburse the City for (and only for) added expense necessary to police, maintain and restore public areas during and after the event; and 2) sports and other not-for-profit activity leagues, clubs or associations may charge fees sufficient to cover their own expenses

III. Opposes the operation of any business or nonprofit in public parks, recreation areas and commons, in which the City receives a part of the profits of those operations above and beyond what is necessary to maintain the operations themselves and mitigate their impacts on City property

IV. Supports a complete ban on formula retail establishments in public parks, recreation areas, commons, or open space; only non-formula local retail should allowed in any public spaces, and only with the assurance that their presence is only for enhancement of the experience of public spaces (with no profits going to the City as indicated in point III.)

V. Opposes the management of any public park, recreation area, commons, or open space, by a for-profit private corporation or partnership; and insists that any outside nonprofit management should be strictly hired by contract with the City, with no ongoing funds provided to the City by the nonprofit managers, and with one-time donated funds or expenses for capital improvements provided by a nonprofit for a space or facility which it manages being at least equally shared by the City (as noted in point IX.)

VI. Opposes the leasing or renting of any part of a public park, recreation area, recreational facility, commons, or open space to any person, private club, or for-profit corporation or partnership; such parks, areas, facilities and commons, should be perpetually open and free for public use; and the SFGP favors sign-up/waiting lists on a first-come first-serve basis as a better method of equitably allocating use of public spaces and activity facilities, with stipulation that City staff will allocate uses judiciously with overall public good as its top priority

VII. Opposes the use of fees on any private business or non-profit activity in public parks, recreation areas, recreational facilities commons, or open space, in order to gain operating or capital funds for the City, or the San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department, its facilities, or operations

VIII. Opposes the placement of industrial facilities of any kind in public parks, recreation areas, commons, or open space

IX. Supports the requirement that no private donation of funds, construction, recreational facilities, equipment, or ongoing facility/equipment maintenance, may be made to City and County of San Francisco public parks, recreation areas, commons, or open space, unless the City and County matches or exceeds each such donation in kind and value; and that such donations may only be made after very thorough public input on how any given section or facility of San Francisco public parks, recreation areas commons, or open space should be used toward the common good of the community

X. Supports a complete ban on the use of chemical pesticides or fertilizers in public parks and wild areas, and supports a ban on the use of artificial turf and other infrastructure that may have toxic and or environmentally degrading impacts on public spaces
XI. Supports changes in the appointment process to the Rec & Parks Commission such that at least one half or more of its voting members are either 1) appointed by the Board of Supervisors or 2) elected by San Francisco voters, with 11 members, each being elected by Supervisorial district
