Open Letter to Mayor Ed Lee:
Re: 
You are cordially invited you to join a Mayoral Candidates’ Forum on The Immediate Need for AFFORDABLE Housing in San Francisco

Dear Mayor Lee:

Everywhere I go in San Francisco the number one question I’m asked is: 

“Francisco – if you are elected Mayor in November - what will you do about creating affordable housing right now? How will you stop the rampant evictions that are throwing working families out of their homes and destroying our city?”

Mr. Mayor – you have been the top political official in our city since January 2011.  I recently reread your “2014 State of the City Address”. In that Address you claim that under your administration “San Francisco [will be] a place where our working families, our teachers and firefighters, our artists and our seniors can always call home.”

Mayor Lee – that is not what I’m hearing from your constituents! In fact, the people I am meeting all over the city are very upset about our housing crisis and feel that you have betrayed many of the promises made in your Address. In fact, while San Francisco was once touted as a world-class city, our wonderful City has fallen into public disrepute. 

Recently, the New York Times, the most important national newspaper in the country, lambasted your Administration’s housing policies as having tacitly permitted massive neighborhood displacement and the rapid gentrification of the city. The article even stated that rents are now so high in the Mission that tech workers can’t afford to live in what was once one of the most vibrant, culturally mixed, working class neighborhoods in San Francisco. Of course, bemoaning the inability of a tech worker to live in the Mission belies the fact that under your administration thousands of working class families have been forced out of the Mission, and other neighborhoods such as Chinatown, due to the unfettered reign of greedy landlords and real estate speculators. 
Among the long list of promises you made in your 2014 Address are:
· “We will continue to invest in our neighborhoods”

· I will fight the “ Ellis Act”
· I will defend “tenant protections”

· I will “revitalize” our neighborhoods and create “new construction”

In fact Mayor Lee, you purported to make “Housing for All” a central plank of your Mayoral platform. Under that plank in your Address you promised:
· “My fellow San Franciscans what our housing crisis demands are real solutions and a shared vision, not easy slogans and scapegoating.”
· “[W]e now have a set of recommendations to reform the way we provide safe, clean housing for our poorest residents.”
· “[W]e must  build more affordable housing, faster.”
· “[A]s Mayor, though I may be a little less angry, my passion for housing – and making sure San Francisco is still a place where people of every background can call home – still burns hot.”
Mr. Mayor, I have quoted from your speech at length to highlight the fact that you talked a good game on housing, BUT your actions have been otherwise. Under your watch - our city is suffering a housing crisis, more accurately a housing tsunami!

Just last week, the California Supreme Court unanimously ruled that cities and counties are within their rights to require below market housing  be a component of any new building permit. I saw that our City and YOU must act right now to fully implement the spirit and practical application of the recent Supreme Court ruling. 

It is time to bring this critical discussion out into the open for the upcoming mayor’s race. I have contacted the SF Housing ….. and …… who have all agreed to co-sponsor a candidates’ forum on housing at Grace Cathedral on >>>>>> . 

I fully expect that you will be happy to attend to defend your record and lay out your vision if you are reelected.  I have taken the liberty of inviting all announced candidates to be part of this democratic and transparent discussion. 
Sincerely Yours, 
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