1028A Howard Street

San Francisco, California 94103

April 2, 2005

Assemblyman Mark Leno

State Capital Building

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, California 94249-0013

Dear Assemblyman Leno:


The Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party promote ssocial, economic and environmental justice through the expansion of inexpensive and appealing public transportation services, improved pedestrian areas and safer bicycling, especially in underserved and low-income neighborhoods of San Francisco.  For this reason, the Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party supports legislation that would allow San Francisco to impose a local VLF (vehicle license fee).


Our car-based lifestyle is highly subsidized through taxes that pay for roads and other infrastructure at the expense of other social services and the environment. A local VLF would be a way for San Francisco to begin recouping the costs of cars.  As alternative transportations activists, we are especially interested in redirecting investment away from private systems of transportation -- our cars -- that are unsustainable, and to public transportation, bicycle lanes and pedestrian enhancements.  Below is the portion of our transportation plank that addresses vehicle license fees:

The San Francisco Green Party advocates creation of a local progressive vehicle registration fee, which would mainly apply to luxury cars and/or multi-car households, combined with state subsidies for low-income families to either turn to reduced-fuel forms of transportation, non-fuel, public transportation, etc., with the objective of dramatically reducing gas dependent transportation.  The fee could be based on the engine size, weight, fuel type and efficiency, and the value of the vehicle.  This fee could be partially offset by a transportation tax credit for all San Franciscans, including those who do not rely on cars for transit.  The net effect would be to raise revenue, while rewarding non-drivers and drivers of smaller, less-polluting, and more efficient cars.  We want to ensure the total impact of these changes is not regressive and would not adversely affect people with disabilities.  This would be a much more equitable distribution of the tax burden which currently taxes drivers and non-drivers equally to fund oil wars.

Sincerely,

Susan Vaughan and John-Marc Chandonia, co-chairs of the Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party

