1028A Howard Street

San Francisco, Ca. 94103
March 29, 2005

Senator Jackie Speier

State Capital, Room 2032

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Dear Senator Speier:


The Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party exists to promote social, economic and environmental justice through the expansion of inexpensive and appealing public transportation services, improved pedestrian areas and safer bicycling, especially in underserved and low-income neighborhoods of San Francisco.  For this reason, it is disturbing to the members of this working group that you are sponsoring a bill (SB 810) that would permit disabled individuals to park on sidewalks.  The Mayor's Office on Disability here in San Francisco has a short video of a seeing-impaired man walking down a sidewalk with a white cane.  The man demonstrates for us the dangers of vehicles parked on sidewalks for those who are blind – even when they are using canes.  The man explains that his cane sweeps under the bumper of the car, not detecting an obstacle at all, and then he proceeds to walk into the car.  He says he has had to have his knee drained several times because of injuries sustained from walking into cars.

This bill would be a blatant violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act, as well. The ADA is so explicit in the construction and maintenance of sidewalks that allowing such a bill would be to ridicule the regulations. Currently, the ADA goes to great lengths to make sidewalks accessible for people in wheelchairs, who ride motorized carts or have other mobility issues. Parking on sidewalks doesn’t just limit the usage, but would force persons with disabilities into the street. Furthermore, it is in direct violation to the following section of the ADA:
3.2.5 Pedestrian Envelope

The passage along or within a sidewalk or shared-use path should be clear of obstructions underfoot, overhead, or in between. Objects that protrude over a circulation route above a height of 27 inches (685 mm) are not detectable by cane. Objects that encroach on a travel path can be a significant hazard for pedestrians who are blind (SEE FIGURES 12 and13). Elements below 80 inches (2030 mm) that overhang a sidewalk or shared-use path, such as awnings, banners, signs, and tree branches, and items that protrude into the sidewalk above a height of 27 inches (685 mm), including wall-mounted telephones, projecting signal boxes, and similar impediments, often are not detected by blind pedestrians who use a long cane to travel independently. In contrast, street furnishings with a leading edge below 27 inches (685 mm)—benches, bus stop enclosures, sign poles, and signal and lighting standards—can be more easily identified and avoided. Wall-mounted elements at or above 27 inches (685 mm) should be limited to a 4-inch (100-mm) projection into any travel route. Although post-mounted items are permitted to overhang a support by 12 inches (305 mm) because the post itself should be detectable at its base, many pedestrians who are blind question the rationale for this provision. These pedestrians assert that post-mounted items are no more detectable than those that are wall-mounted and, thus, should be limited to the same 4-inch (100-mm) dimension. A straightforward and predictable routing along a sidewalk, where equipment, street furniture, landscaping, and utilities are grouped together in a zone along the curb, will facilitate travel by pedestrians who have vision impairments. Note, however, that large open areas that do not have detectable landmarks, traffic sounds, or vertical facades that reflect sound may not offer sufficient cues for orientation and way-finding. Where a corner lot is occupied by a park, parking lot, or building setback, it may be helpful to provide a raised curb or a grass or planted edge as a shoreline for cane travelers.

If disabled people need cars and need to park near their homes, then surely some means can be devised whereby there are on-street handicapped parking spaces.

Sincerely,

Susan Vaughan and John-Marc Chandonia, co-chairs of the Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party

