June 5, 2004
Re:  Please endorse the Campaign to Raise the Parking Tax to fund critical senior/disabled programs and better Muni/paratransit service!
Dear TLC [YOUR ORG’S NAME HERE] member or friend:

As you may know, TLC [YOUR ORG’S NAME HERE] has joined together with several senior and disabled community groups, environmental organizations, and transportation advocates (aka the “Green & Gray Coalition”) to build support for a Fall ballot measure to raise the parking tax.

Raising the parking tax from 25% to 35% would generate $18-22 million a year to fund critical senior and disabled programs and better Muni and paratransit service.  Some of the benefits of raising the parking tax include:
· Raising the parking tax is the most socially-progressive and the only environmentally-beneficial revenue proposal currently being considered as a way to address the City’s $300 million budget deficit.
· Surveys show that one-half to two-thirds of people who pay the parking tax are out-of-towners who can’t vote on it, unlike the other proposed tax increases (like increasing the sales tax), which fall mostly on San Franciscans.
· The fastest growing demographic in San Francisco in the next 20 years will be people 85 and older (73% increase), which is also the group most likely to need supportive senior services and paratransit to maintain their quality of life.  As San Francisco’s senior population explodes in the coming years, increasing the parking tax will provide funding for critically-needed senior/disabled services as well as paratransit.  The parking tax is the only dedicated local funding source for senior programs, and paratransit is a rapidly growing share of Muni’s budget.
· Unless we act now, there will be an estimated 269,000 new car trips in San Francisco by 2025, which means more traffic congestion, slower transit service (as buses crawl along in rush-hour traffic jams), more air and noise pollution, and more dangerous conditions for pedestrian and bicyclists.  But we don’t have to simply accept this forecast as our pre-ordained destiny, because increasing the parking tax will help us control our own transportation future: research shows that a 10% increase in parking prices results in up to a 6% decrease in demand for existing parking spaces, meaning less traffic, faster transit service, cleaner air, and safer, quieter neighborhood streets.

In announcing his proposed budget on May 28th, Mayor Newsom noted that his budget was a “living, breathing document” and he recognized that “there may be better ideas out there.”  We believe that raising the parking tax is in fact a better way to address the City’s $300 million dollar budget gap, because unlike the sales tax, it encourages an environmentally-friendly shift in behavior while providing significant funding for critically-needed senior and disabled programs and better Muni and paratransit service.  (More details about the benefits of raising the parking tax are listed in the attached fact sheet.)

Now we need your help in order to convince the Mayor and Board of Supervisors to place an initiative to increase the parking tax on the ballot this Fall.  Please take the following steps to help with this campaign:
Please take the following steps to help with this campaign:
1) Ask your organization to officially endorse the concept of raising the parking tax (endorsement form attached) and return the endorsement form so we can list you as a supporter.  Let us know other ways that you might be able to help (of course, donations for campaign materials and staffing are welcome).

2) Contact the Mayor and Board of Supervisors and tell them that you believe that a senior-friendly, transit-first, and environmentally-progressive Mayor/Board should support raising the parking tax.  Supervisor Daly has asked for this proposal to be heard at the July 13th Finance Committee, so it is especially important to contact Finance Committee members Daly, Ammiano, and Peskin before Friday, July 9th.
3) Come to the Finance Committee hearing to testify in support this proposal, and ask your members to do the same.  The proposal will be likely be heard at the Finance Committee, Tuesday, July 13th (late morning or early afternoon, TBD), Room 263.

If you would like to get more involved in this important campaign, we invite you to attend an upcoming strategy meeting of the “Green & Gray Coalition to Raise the Parking Tax” at Senior Action Network’s offices (965 Mission Street, Suite 705).  Please call 425-9848 for meeting dates and times.
Sincerely,

Tom Radulovich [YOUR NAME HERE]
Executive Director [YOUR TITLE HERE]

Transportation for a Livable City [YOUR ORG HERE]
