April 27, 2006

Honorable Gavin Newsom

Mayor of San Francisco

City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

RE: YOUR LEGACY ON HEALTHY SATURDAYS IN GOLDEN GATE PARK

Dear Mayor Newsom,

We are writing as a united coalition of organizations to urge you not only to support the Healthy Saturdays in Golden Gate Park legislation, but also to publicly champion its passage and success. While it may seem like a short-term political headache today, this legislation holds the potential to become a great legacy of your vision and leadership as Mayor of San Francisco. 

Specifically, the success of Healthy Saturdays can showcase the commitment of this City, and of you as Mayor, to four of your publicly stated priorities: 

1) Improving public health through increased physical activity, (Congratulations on yesterday’s successful kick-off of the “Shape Up San Francisco Summit”, which we support);

2) Dramatically improving San Francisco’s environmental health;

3) Increasing the greening of our City’s public realm; and

4) Encouraging more families to move to and stay in the City by offering greater affordability to such things as recreational opportunities. 

Just as you have been a vocal proponent of these broad goals, we ask that you champion Healthy Saturdays, a specific program which will help us reach these goals and which will position San Francisco as a national leader in each of these areas.

We look forward to the day when San Francisco will be mentioned in the same breath as Paris where, under Mayor Bertrand Delanoe’s leadership, a major roadway next to the Seine River is closed to traffic each Summer and transformed into a public beach used by nearly 4 million people a year; or Bogota, Columbia where, under the leadership of former Mayor Enrique Penalosa, the city closes 120 kilometers of main roadways to motor vehicles each Sunday to allow access to more than 1 million people to walk, skate, and ride bicycles; or New York City, where Republican Mayor Bloomberg showed the vision and leadership to recently expand the popular, car-free hours of Central Park’s main loop roads.

Mayor Newsom, we urge you to stand with us as a champion for Healthy Saturdays in the Park.

Sincerely,

San Francisco Bicycle Coalition


Transportation for a Livable City

SF Sierra Club





SF Green Party

SF League of Conservation Voters


Walk San Francisco

Senior Action Network



CA Outdoor Roller Skating Assoc.

San Francisco Tomorrow



SF Youth Commission

Rescue Muni






