June 4, 2004
TO:

Assemblyman Mark Leno, 13th District

C/o Rob Tashima, Legislative Aide
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0013
FROM:

Jeremy Nelson

Policy Director, Transportation for a Livable City

1095 Market St., Suite 402

San Francisco, CA 94103

RE:  TLC Support for AB 799- Local option to restore San Francisco VLF to 2%
Honorable Assemblyperson Leno,
Transportation for a Livable City (TLC) is a community-based policy and advocacy organization dedicated to improving San Franciscans’ quality of life by promoting more sustainable and equitable transportation and land use policies.  We work for greater transportation choices, reduced traffic congestion, safer streets for pedestrians and bicyclists, and the creation of more affordable housing.  We work closely with the thousands of members of the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition, City CarShare, Housing Action Coalition, Walk San Francisco, and Rescue Muni.

TLC strongly supports your local VLF option legislation which would allow San Francisco the opportunity to vote to reinstate the local VLF to the 2% rate that had been in place in California for over 50 years before being reduced in 1998.  This legislation would not itself enact a local increase to the VLF, but would allow the Board of Supervisors, after a majority vote, to put the measure on the November 2004 ballot for majority approval by voters.

TLC’s support of this legislation is based on the simple fact that many of the financial costs associated with operation of vehicles in urban areas (including street maintenance, law enforcement, and public health impacts) fall on local governments to pay for.  San Franciscans should be allowed to decide for ourselves whether we want to tax our own vehicles to pay for local programs and services that provide us with a better quality of life.

TLC understands that the State is currently using General Fund dollars to make-up for $54 million in lost revenue to San Francisco due to the reduction in the VLF.  However this arrangement is neither permanent nor guaranteed and this revenue can therefore not be counted on as a stable funding source by local decision makers.  San Franciscans deserve a greater degree of certainty in knowing that much needed local programs and services are not threatened every year as a result of the State budget process.

Thank you for consideration of our position.  Please let me know how TLC can best support your efforts on this issue, and feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Jeremy Nelson

Policy Director, Transportation for a Livable City (TLC)

Cc:

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

Tom Radulovich, Executive Director, Transportation for a Livable City

Larry Magrid, Executive Director, City CarShare

Leah Shahum, Executive Director, San Francisco Bike Coalition

Peggy daSilva, Executive Director, Walk San Francisco

Andrew Sullivan, Executive Director, Rescue Muni

Kate White, Executive Director, Housing Action Coalition

