1028A Howard Street

San Francisco, Ca. 941__

March 29, 2005

Assemblyman Mark Leno

State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, Ca. 94249-0013

To Whom It May Concern:


The purpose of the Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party is to promote social, economic and environmental justice through the expansion of inexpensive and appealing public transportation services, improved pedestrian areas and safer bicycling, especially in underserved and low-income neighborhoods of San Francisco.  For this reason, the Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party supports legislation you have introduced, AB 799, which would allow San Francisco to impose a local VLF (vehicle license fee).


Our car-based lifestyle is highly subsidized through taxes that pay for roads and other infrastructure at the expense of other social services and the environment. A local VLF would be a way for San Francisco to begin recouping the costs of cars and redistributing money to other worthy causes.  As alternative transportations activists, we are especially interested in redirecting investment away from private systems of transportation -- our cars -- that are unsustainable, and to public transportation, bicycle lanes and pedestrian enhancements.

Sincerely,

Susan Vaughan and John-Marc Chandonia, co-chairs of the Transportation Working Group of the San Francisco Green Party

