Dear Editor:

You are correct to criticize the absence of public process in bringing Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) to the Geary Corridor – if, indeed, there has been inadequate public notification.  I have known about plans to bring BRT to the Geary Corridor for many years, but then, I am a sustainable transportation advocate, so I would know.

I disagree with your conclusions that the potential loss of traffic lanes for individual vehicles and the loss of parking are negative.  You ask, “Does anyone really believe traffic in the Richmond will decrease in the next 20 years?”  And you note that the plans to date inadequately address: “… the effects the loss of parking spaces in the Richmond would have on businesses and residents.”

For starters, I do believe that there will be less traffic in the Richmond in 20 years – it’s inevitable.  The planet simply does not have the supplies of oil and natural gas to permit Americans to burn fuels as mindlessly as we’ve been doing for decades.  In fact, many geologists predict that we have reached the peak of global oil production or will do so very soon (within five years).  If that’s so, what are Americans going to do as the price of gasoline goes up and up?  In the past year there have been over a dozen books and hundreds of articles (including in the New York Times Magazine and in National Geographic) published on the energy famine that awaits us in the near future – and the global competition for what remains of oil and natural gas.  Many of these writings note that there is no technology (not hybrids, not hydrogen, not wind, not solar, not biodiesel, not biomass, not algae, not coal gasification, not gas hydrates, not nuclear – but do we really want to go there anyway?) currently available that can replace what we get from oil and natural gas in quantities, or at prices, anywhere near what we are used to.

Second, climate change should now be an issue for which we take personal responsibility.  The average American emits 12,000 pounds of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere annually.  At some point, we are going to have start driving less – a lot less.

Therefore the question is not: what will be the impact of BRT, the loss of traffic lanes and parking spaces on local businesses?  The questions are: what will be the impact of declining supplies of oil and natural gas on local businesses; what will be the impact of declining supplies of oil on the ability of San Franciscans to get to and from their places of study, work, commerce, and leisure; and what measures are we going to take to restrict our greenhouse gas emissions?  These are the questions. We don’t answer them by sticking our heads in the sand and insisting on perpetuating a way of life bound to the personal automobile, a way of life that has no future.  We answer them by creating low-energy forms of transportation and complete communities.  These communities will allow people to walk, bike or take the bus to fulfill the majority of their needs.  Traffic engineers know that well-ridden buses use significantly less energy than do personal cars; thus, we should be welcoming BRT.
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